Rich and Varied Gifts of the Laity

arlier this vear, two Columban Fathers—an Irish farmer by way of decades of mission
in Pakisean and an lowa farmer by way of decades of mission in Korea—and [ visited
three Columban benefactors on their farm, T was just rwe months on the job in my lay
rale as a member ot the benetacror relations ream when we wene to visic the tarm, bar T knew i
wias 4 mission of gratinade that must take place,
Merriam-Wehster anline defines laity as the people of a religion who are not priests,
ministers, cec. Mot being of the clergy, our work as lay persons is not always clearly delineared.
Warking wirth Columban missionary priests who have dedicared cheir lives o mulrifacered

work with justice and peace groups, d:il'h:r:nrly abled people, abused women and children,

iribal people, Muslim communines and organic farmers, | constanily seek to answer the open-ended question of how o

best enrich mission. T believe sy peavers help. T donare the vegerables and herbs T grow in che St Calumban Commauniry

Giarden o those in our community whao may experience food insecurity. | strive to meet as many benefactors as [ can w

express our gratitude for evervthing they do, and whenever possible, introduce them to the Columban missionaries in

whose wark they are partners.

Gifts that may be brought to bear in the enhancement of mission are as rich and varied as the individuals cc-mpris:d |J:r'

the lairy. Chverlaying and coloring the capacities and ralenes of the laicy are local culrure and customs, geography, political

climate, and economic or educational standing in sociery. As the world changes, the church changes and so does the role of

the laity. Perhaps the only universal definition of the role of laity is thar we do what we can.

All Carholics have the opportunice 1o fulfill cheir Baprismal responsibilicy for sharing the Good MNews of Jesus Christ,

As laypersons we may deepen our commitments through
prayer, personal sacrifices and gifts for the missions and for
missionaries. We can reach owr to athers less blessed, We can
share the Gospel with everyone. We can encourage others to
consider their roles as paroners in mission by virue of their
Baprism, and express our gratrede to evervone who answers the
eall in wharever wiy they are able,

My service as a member of the laiv has connecred me w my
brothers and sisters around the world and blesed me inoways |

could not have irr:ugiur:d.

G.!ﬁ.i‘ that may be brought
to bear in the enhancement
of mission are as rich and
varied as the individuals

comprised by the laity.

Kim Ballovee i a member of the berefiactor relations team and worls in St. Columbans, Nebraska,
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